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22 November 2005

Alan Cook

For Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade

New Zealand

Dear Alan Cook

I refer to your letter of 17 November responding to our inquiry about who are these other Northern Hemisphere nations that the Minister of Conservation, Hon Chris Carter, referred to:

“To make matters worse, the fleets of Japan and other Northern Hemisphere nations are once again travelling outside of their own waters and all the way down to Antarctica to kill their scientific quota.” (Press release “Whaling fleet prepares to kill Pacific whales” issued 8 November 2005 by New Zealand Government, Minister of Conservation, Hon Chris Carter).
We appreciate your correction of the Minister’s misleading claim, that there are no such other Northern Hemisphere nations than Japan. Although we somewhat miss the unequivocal language we have been accustomed to from New Zealand on the whaling issue, we nevertheless look forward to your active participation in correcting the erroneous claim the Minister provided to the media. We hope the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade will make sure that the Minister of Conservation in the future does his homework properly.

Our view of the New Zealand fundamentalist position on the whaling issue is ambivalent. We would likely have respected your extremist anti-whaling stance if it did not negate science, globally agreed conservation principles, international law and human tolerance. From a practical point of view, New Zealand’s uncompromising attitude, as played out in the International Whaling Commission, mainly suits our interests, as it facilitates the continued development of ecologically sound sustainable whale harvests.

However, we understand your care to not let your whaling policy harm New Zealand’s own interests, cf. Prime Minister Helen Clark’s enlightened comment recently, though in a different setting, “Letting that issue dominate would be as silly as letting the fact that we don't agree with Japan and its whaling policy dominate our relationship with Japan.” Whether this would also be the case for other Northern Hemisphere whaling nations remains to be seen, though the Ministry of Foreign Affairs’ attempt to mop up the mess created by Hon Chris Carter, Minister of Conservation, by responding to our letter, may indicate so.
Yours sincerely,

Rune Frovik

Secretary High North Alliance
High North Alliance

Email: hna@hna.no 

N-8390 Reine i Lofoten, Norway 

Web Site: www.hna.no

Tel +47-7609 2414 Fax + 47-7609 2450 Mob +47-9155 5702
Bank: Sparebanken Nord-Norge 4550.19.02830
Working for the future of coastal cultures and the sustainable use of marine resources
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