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Rune Frovik

High North Alliance

N-8390 

Reine-i-Lofoten

NORWAY

Dear Rune Frovik

I am responding to your message of 8 November addressed to the Minister of Conservation seeking clarification of his recent comments on the occasion of the departure of the Japanese whaling fleet to commence JARPA II.  In particular, you asked about the comment that “the fleets of Japan and other Northern Hemisphere nations are once again travelling outside of their own waters and all the way down to Antarctica to kill their scientific quota."  

The Minister’s comment was intended to underline the fact that New Zealand, and other Southern Hemisphere countries, are sensitive to whaling states carrying out their activities in international waters, and in particular in Antarctica.  We are very conscious that not many years ago there was large-scale commercial whaling in the Southern Ocean including by a number of Northern Hemisphere nations.  

Whaling fleets are still looking outside their own waters to kill whales on the high seas.  Indeed, I understand that there is currently considerable pressure from Norwegian whalers to resume hunting in international waters. With respect to Antarctic waters, it is of course Japan that currently conducts its whaling activities there.  The fact that the press statement was specifically focussed on the JARPA II programme makes it clear that the Minister was singling out those activities for particular criticism.  

Nonetheless, as a general principle, New Zealand is opposed to all whaling (except in the special case of aboriginal subsistence whaling).  If that involves whaling fleets travelling outside their own waters, and, in the case of Japan, all the way to Antarctica, we just find the practice all the more objectionable.

Thank you for your interest in the New Zealand position.  I would also draw your attention to the statement issued recently in Buenos Aires by the Commissioners of a number of Southern Hemisphere states, including New Zealand, which provides additional detail on the level of concern felt in the region.

Yours sincerely

Alan Cook

For Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade
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